SECTION 2:
DESIGNING FOR MADLEY
This section is broken down into a number of constituent parts that are to inform any potential addition to Madley. Basic
urban design elements are presented which have a great effect on the public realm: street types, frontages, and block types.
Then we look at local building types as preferred by the community. Finally, general guidance is given on proportion,
hierarchy, embellishment, and materials for different building types in order to establish standards and precedents for
development.
The sections are as follows:
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES
PRIVATE FRONTAGES
BUILDING TYPES
BUILDING PROPORTIONS & DESIGN
BLOCK TYPES

2.6

MATERIALS & ECOLOGICAL ELEMENTS

The index coordinator (below) is used at each section to show the specific part of the urban block under analysis.
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SECTION 2.1
PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES - ROADS, PARKING, PAVEMENTS, & PLANTING

The following are recommended street arrangements and
widths. The diagram runs from the most heavily trafficked
(avenues) to semi-private passages (mews). Each shows an
allowance for vehicles, parking, and pedestrians. Streets
may vary in width throughout their length, especially in an
informal, rural context such as Madley.
Madley’s size and existing streets suggest relatively small
secondary and tertiary streets. These should provide

adequate room for pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular
movement, without the excess that contributes to high
speeds and over-consumption of land.
All forms of movement must be considered in the design of
streets and spaces. To create a sustainable neighbourhood,
the order in which these modes should be considered in the
design process is:

Note: Dedicated cycle lanes to be provided along the principal streets, linking with cycle ways elsewhere in the town.
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•
•
•
•

People on foot and those with disabilities
People on bicycles
Public transport vehicles and stops
Cars and other motorised vehicles

The basic street types suitable for Madley are indicated
below. The subsequent pages provide parameters as to how
the various street types should be applied and detailed.

All street layouts will need to be discussed and agreed
with the appropriate highway authority for planning and
adoption approvals.

AV - 16.5 - 6.5
STREET
TYPE

OVERALL
WIDTH

ROAD
WIDTH (m)

Note: The ‘streets into open space’ type applies to parks and greens,but can also be applied around squares, circuses, and crescents.
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2.1 PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES cont.
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SPECIAL FEATURES
Certain special features can be provided within particular
streets. These features could include:
• Shared surface (in low traffic areas)
• Small mini roundabouts (shared surface, without
signage)
• Semi-mature trees within the highway
• Square-abouts

PAVING MATERIALS
The schedule opposite provides the baseline for materials for
the public realm street hierarchy, as identified at this stage
for Madley. This is based on the document entitled “Streets
for All” published by English Heritage. This schedule can be
added to with other suitable, high quality materials.
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2.1 PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES cont.

MADLEY HOUSING MANUAL 43

PUBLIC REALM TREES
The majority of trees in Madley are on private plots, but
public realm trees may also be considered. Trees should be
thoughtfully incorporated into the design and planted along
selective streets. Their positioning will depend upon:
- The width of the street and/or footpath
- Set back of the adjacent buildings
- Selection of tree species
Street trees may be located:
• With the trunk no closer than 0.9 metres from back of
road kerb and:
- At spacings between 10-15 metres for ‘Tall’ trees
- At spacings between 8-10 metres for ‘Medium’ trees
- At spacings between 6-8 metres for ‘Small’ trees
• On verges, subject to approval from the adopting
authority.
• Street trees may be planted in the parking lane.
• With parallel parking, taller trees (20-25cm girth) should
be spaced at 20m centres, between every three parking
bays.
• At 14m centres for medium tree species (20-25cm girth),
every two parking bays.
• Planted streets with perpendicular parking shall have
taller trees (20-25cm girth) spaced at 9.2m centres and
6m centres for medium tree species (20-25cm girth).
TREES AND BUILDINGS
•
•
•
•

‘Tall’ trees should be located no closer than 6 metres
from the front face of any adjacent property.
‘Medium’ trees no closer than 5 metres from the front
face of any adjacent building.
‘Small’ trees no closer than 4 metres from the front face
of any adjacent building.
Building zones will not infringe into the Tree Protection
Zones (TPZs) as identified by an arboriculturalist.

Note: These distances required for successful street planting
are greater than the minimum acceptable requirement for
footpaths. This may result in either wider footpaths or
building setbacks from the property line, or a combination
thereof.
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Choice of species will depend on the width of the street,
proximity of adjacent dwellings, location within the street,
etc. Street tree species shall be chosen from the following
species or similar local varieties:
TALL:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fraxinus var. (ash)
Quercus var. (oak)
Platanus var. (plane)
Tilia var. (lime)
Aesculus var. (horse chestnut)
Acer var. (maple)

MEDIUM:
•
•
•
•

Betula var. (birch)
Carpinus var. (hornbeam)
Sorbus var. (rowan, mountain ash, whitebeam)
Prunus var. (cherry blossom and stone fruit trees)

SMALL:
•
•
•
•

Malus var. (apple, crabapple)
Prunus var.
Pryrus var (pear)
Crataegus var. (hawthorn)

Native species should be given preference for street planting
but are not essential. Pollarded trees are an acceptable form of
management regime. Pollarded trees can be used throughout
the development area, particularly when tall specimen trees
are used in light spaces. An appropriate management regime,
however, must be in place. Species suitable for pollarding are
as follows:
• Platanus
• Tilia
• Aesculus
• Acer

2.1 PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES cont.

Species selection should ensure that the same tree is planted
on both sides of a street for at least the length of an urban
block. Planting should respond to the character of a
particular street so more formal streets should have regular
spacing and sculptural varieties whereas informal streets
should have less formal spacing and more picturesque varieties
which will need to be part of a coherent strategy justified at a
review stage.

Platantus hispanica

Local birch tree

(source: GoogleMaps)

(source: www.vdberk.co.uk)

Prunus serrulata
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2.1 PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES cont.

Tree pits shall include a drainage layer, watering tube
(accessed at ground level) and backfilled with ‘Urban Tree
Soil’ or other suitable (approved by the Local Planning
Authority) soil-making material and will be secured by
underground anchors. Above ground tree protection will be
permitted at specific locations (e.g. parking areas).
All tree planting shall be carried out in accordance with best
practise guidance. Appropriate surface treatments around
streets are:
• Tree grilles (stone or metal, only in urban areas)
• Grass verges (outside urban areas)
• Resin bonded/gravel (outside urban areas)
• Stone paving (associated with surrounding surface
treatment)
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Tree pits shall have rooting zones with no less than 4 cubic
metres (2.0 x 2.0 x 1m or equivalent) unless agreed with the
LPA. Tree pits within 5m of a utility corridor will include a
root barrier to prevent conflict with the service corridor.

TREES AND PARKING
The diagrams below show the recommended positioning of
trees amongst parking.

SECTION 2.2
PRIVATE FRONTAGES - BOUNDARY TREATMENTS AND SETBACKS
Private frontage is the area between the building and the
front plot boundary line. The way this area is designed is
important because it dictates how the building is perceived
from the street and therefore what effect it has on the
pedestrian.
The variables of private frontage consist of: the depth of the
setback; landscaping; and the combination of architectural

elements, such as arcades, railings, bay windows, balconies
and walls. These elements must be held to specific
standards because of their influence on the public realm.
The types suitable for Madley are highlighted below and
defined on the following page.

Front Garden

Front Strip

Front Garden
with boundary

Shop Front
and Awning

Front
Courtyard

Colonnade

Fenced
Basement
Lightwell

Arcade

Fenced Front
Strip

Paved
Basement
Lightwell
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FRONTAGE TYPES SUITABLE FOR THE MADLEY EXTENSION:
1. FRONT GARDEN WITH BOUNDARY
To reflect Madley’s rural nature, front gardens may be
relatively deep. They should have a low wall, low wall with
railing, or hedge situated on or near the front plot line,
creating a boundary between the footpath and the garden.
The front garden should have a depth of 4-10m.

2. FRONT COURTYARD
A courtyard can be created at a building frontage, and
partially planted, partially used for parking. A railing,
hedge, or wall may delineate or partially delineate the
plot. Large trees within the courtyard may overhang the
pavement. The front courtyard should have a depth of
6-8m.

3. FRONT STRIP WITH BOUNDARY
A narrow strip of landscaping shall separate the building
edge and the plot line. The plot line shall be delineated by
a railing, hedge, or low wall. The front strip should have a
depth of 2-4m.

4. FRONT STRIP
A narrow strip of land shall separate the building edge
from the plot line. This may be planted, or paved in a
material differing from the footpath (such as rounded
cobblestones). The finished ground level floor shall be
accessible from pavement level. The front strip should have
a depth of 0.6-1.5m.
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2.2 PRIVATE FRONTAGES cont.

Examples of the frontage conditions left in Madley and other villages in the county:
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SECTION 2.3
BUILDING TYPES
This section sets out guidance for what building
types are appropriate for an extension to Madley,
as informed by the BIMBY workshop. Its aim is
to inform potential developers as to the character
and general typologies that the community feel are
acceptable and complement the village context. It
provides a building types matrix (following page),
with those types appropriate for Madley highlighted.
The subsequent sub-sections present each highlighted
building type in more detail.
The favoured buildings of Madley and the surrounding
villages are eclectic - in size, form, and material
treatment. Such variation is important to maintain
in a new extension to the village. The current needs
of the village are for housing, rather than commercial
or public buildings, and so this is reflected in the
following guidance.
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BUILDING TYPES MATRIX
This matrix shows a wide range of building types that may be used in a variety of developments at many scales. The matrix
works from public to private, and formal to informal, and offers not specific designs, but a general index of typologies for
consideration and guidance. Due to Madley’ size and rural location, only certain building types are suitable. These are
shown in colour and are expanded upon in the following pages.
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2.3 BUILDING TYPES cont.
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HOUSE TYPES
The selected residential buildings in the preceding matrix: small and medium terrace, paired villa, detached house, and
mews, come in almost infinite variation. They can however, for the purpose of this document, be categorised into several
basic layouts, these being:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Narrow Front
Wide Front
Square Plan
L-Shaped
Linear Vernacular and
Informal Massing

The architect that carries forward the design will decide which are most useful and appropriate in Madley. It may be that
not all types are used, but they are provided here to give a complete understanding of those prominent in and around
Madley. The description, footprints, and corresponding photographs provided, from Madley and the neighbouring
villages should guide the design of new houses. They will aid in creating development that compliments the area visually,
with building types that have proven well-liked and useful over generations.
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2.3 BUILDING TYPES cont.

Narrow Front
Narrow front house plans are deeper than they are wide, and almost always have the main entrance off centre, on the front
short side. Narrow front houses generate higher densities and are therefore typically found in areas of historically higher
land value. They are the principle plan type in cities and towns, but can also be found in rural villages, as a economical
form, most appropriate for smaller dwellings. Terraces of narrow front houses are often longer in urban settings and
shorter and less uniform in villages and hamlets.
A weakness of this house type is that rooms in the centre of the building can tend to be dark. This should be counteracted
with large windows and intelligent planning to make sure that the core of the building is occupied by services or nonhabitable rooms, e.g. stairs, bathrooms, stores.

Typical footprints of narrow
front houses
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Wide Front
Wide front houses are wider than they are deep and usually have their main entrance in the centre of the front wide side.
They generate lower densities and are therefore more commonly found in smaller towns or suburban fringes, villages and
rural locations.
They may exist in detached or short terrace form, and most often face the street. In rural situations, however, they are
sometimes set perpendicular to the street.
Wide front houses generally have excellent day-lighting ratios and the relationship between house and garden typically
feels more generous. One weakness with this plan type is that the typical central hall & staircase can make the rooms
either side feel small.

Typical footprints of wide front houses
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2.3 BUILDING TYPES cont.

Square Plan
Square plans are uncommon in traditional urban environments, as they tend to be a less efficient response to land
planning. When they are built, they tend to occur as ‘one off’ focal points in the compositional hierarchy. However, in
contemporary developments they can be useful to ‘turn the corner’ and to create interesting landmarks. Large ‘double pile’
square plan houses are found in historic towns in the form of two storey suburban villas.

Typical footprints of
square plan houses
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L-Shaped
L-shaped plans consist of two wings set perpendicular to each other. They are most
useful in implementing an asymmetrical layout. They may be very compact, or extended
to create a courtyard space within the angle of the two wings.
L-shaped houses are often detached, but can also be made into a terrace, with a varying
setback.

Typical footprints of L-shaped houses
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2.3 BUILDING TYPES cont.
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Informal Massing
Another residential layout type particular to the Madley area is that of ‘informal massing.’ These houses may have
started out as small versions of the preceding types, and were added to by residents over time. They often consist of joined
volumes of different heights, and one storey lean-tos off of a main mass. Such picturesque houses are not easily mimicked.
If designed, they should be one-of-a-kind, not repeated over a new development. A degree of this ‘informal massing’ can
occur organically too. The guidance on material use in Section 3.6 should be followed to ensure such extensions add to,
rather than detract from, the quality of the development.

It is not practical to give typical footprints of informally massed
houses, as they are by their nature atypical and individual. They
would, however, have a similar gross internal area to that of the
other types.
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Unique Designs
Several images which were popular during the
community consultation show houses which do
not fit into the preceeding standard house type
categories. They are formal, but often assymetrical,
and required highly skilled architectural design.

64 THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION

2.3 BUILDING TYPES cont.

TO BE AVOIDED
It is often just as useful knowing what is disliked by the community as knowing what is favoured, when approaching
design. The images below are of buildings that were not deemed good precedents by the majority of ‘voters’ during
consultation. Residents mentioned wanting to avoid ‘orange’ brick and UPVC windows. Several of the examples below
are new build, and several show traditional buildings with insensitive interventions.
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SECTION 2.4
BUILDING PROPORTIONS & DESIGN

The following sets out a series of best principles when it comes to facade design. Every place has its own set of unique
residential and civic buildings, formal and informal, classical and vernacular which combine to form its identity. In
consequence of this, it is recommended that the following principals be considered in relation to the existing architecture
of Madley with an emphasis on regional characteristics and context.
These ‘rules’ are quite simple when it comes to formal or classical design, but vernacular buildings - a significant part of
the UK’s building heritage - are more complicated. Vernacular buildings were built with traditional, unindustrialised
techniques and materials, and lack intentional academic facade considerations. Therefore, their appearance is more reliant
on function than measured reason and order. A truly vernacular building is difficult to create in this day and age, as our
building techniques - and the space and performance standards of a home - have changed so significantly. If a vernacular
style is desired, notes have been included in the guidance below to accommodate it.
Certain architectural styles such as the Arts and Crafts look to the vernacular and encompass both the formal and the
informal. The combination of the two approaches helps create a design dictated by proportion and harmony, yet relaxed
and inventive.
In designing for Madley, the following principles will be useful in the design of any building, from a small terrace house to
a formal civic building.

1. PROPORTION
Systems of geometric proportion underlie much of formal design. Proportion is simply a system of relating each part to its
neighbour and to the whole, with a shared series of common shapes and relationships. Most elegant proportions are based
on squares and parts of squares (double square, routes 2, 3 & 5 or golden mean are good rules of thumb for openings and
pane ratios).
DESIGNERS MUST BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE BALANCED ELEVATIONAL COMPOSITION

Vernacular buildings tend to be composed of distinct elements added over
time. Often, the ‘original’ building is composed of a formal facade which
then has secondary additions. Such buildings are rarely symmetrical, but
nevertheless, balanced.
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I. PROPORTIONAL SERIES

II. GOLDEN SECTION
RECTANGLE

III. PROPORTIONAL SYSTEM
APPLIED TO A FACADE

Above is a series of
proportioned rectangles
relating to one another
in a geometric series. The
rectangles at either end are
‘golden sections’ and in the
middle is a square.

The golden section
rectangle is that which,
when a square is taken out,
makes another rectangle
the same shape. It has a
ratio of 1 : 1.618 and is
largely considered the most
magical of proportions.

This simple three bay house
facade has an underlying
proportion system. The
regulating lines control the
position, height, and size of
the openings. The proportion
of the openings is related to
the facade as a whole.

2. HIERARCHY
Hierarchy describes the importance of each part of a building relative to the other parts. It is imparted both by
composition (i.e. placing a door in the centre of a symmetrical building) and by use of enrichment (i.e. door surround).
DESIGNS MUST DEMONSTRATE A SENSE OF LOGICAL ‘HIERARCHY’ WITHIN BUILDINGS.
CEILING HEIGHTS INCREASE:
•
IN THE MOST PROMINENT FLOOR
•
IN MORE IMPORTANT/LARGER BUILDING TYPES

I. HORIZONTAL HIERARCHY

II. VERTICAL HIERARCHY

The front door is emphasised by its central
location and by the articulation above eaves
level.

The first floor, which contains the living room
and principal accommodation, traditionally
called the ‘piano-nobile’, is emphasised with
the tall ceiling height and windows.
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3. ALIGNING OPENINGS
Uniformly aligned openings are characteristic of formal design. This gives order and a pleasing sense of rhythm across the
facade.
OPENINGS SHOULD ALIGN BOTH VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY IN A FORMALLY COMPOSED FAÇADE.
VARIATION: Smaller townhouses often show misalignments between ground and first floor windows, reflecting internal
staircase/hall layouts; showing mindful misalignment can be acceptable.

I. UNRESOLVED

II. FORMAL

III. FORMAL VARIATION

The windows are misaligned.
To be avoided.

The windows align vertically
and horizontally.

The door and ground floor
window in this townhouse are
misaligned from the windows
above, due to the interior floor
layout.

4. REGULAR SPACING OF OPENINGS
Regular spacing of openings is a characteristic of formal design, particularly in terraced architecture.
OPENINGS MUST BE REGULARLY SPACED.
VARIATION: For more complex façades (5 bay, 7 bay, or more) the device of inflection or deflection can be adopted to emphasise
the centre or the wings (refer to illustration).

I. REGULAR OPENINGS

II. REGULAR OPENINGS

III. VARIATION: DEFLECTION

Regular openings on 3-bay
terraced houses.

The openings on this 5-bay
façade are equally spaced.

The wings are emphasised.
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IV. VARIATION: INFLECTION

V. VARIATION: VERNACULAR

The centre is emphasised.

Windows less regular, but composed to suit each
building element, as well as balance the whole.

5. RELATIONSHIP OF WINDOW TO WALL
On a regional and national scale, most formal architecture has a fairly consistent relationship between wall and windows/
openings. Orientation, design of interior layouts, and specific architectural style may dictate variations from the norm, but
in all cases, the size of the openings must relate coherently to the wall to create a harmonious balance between solid and
void.
I. INCORRECT
RELATIONSHIP OF WINDOW
TO WALL

II. CORRECT
RELATIONSHIP OF
WINDOW TO WALL

Windows are too
small in relation to
the wall.

The diagram
shows a ratio of
approximately 30%

WINDOWS SHOULD OCCUPY NO LESS THAN 15% AND NO MORE THAN 35% OF MAIN ELEVATIONS.
VARIATION: Where designers want to vary these rules, either use a space such as a sunroom or solar lobby or a suitable
architectural precedent, such as a large bay window, in order to justify a meaningful variance.
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2.4 BUILDING PROPORTIONS & DESIGN cont.

6. PROPORTION OF OPENINGS
Windows in formal buildings should have a vertical ‘portrait’ emphasis. The principal floor, ground or first, typically has
the largest windows, which diminish in size in upper storeys.
WINDOWS IN FORMAL BUILDINGS SHOULD BE VERTICALLY PROPORTIONED, AND NEVER LESS THAN
SQUARE.
VARIATION: If wide windows are desired in formal buildings then tripartite windows with sidelights which match the
proportion of the central panes must be used (refer to iii below).
VARIATION: Some vernacular buildings have a horizontal string of casement windows. However, they are commonly
divided into vertical elements by mullions.

WINDOW SIZE SHOULD REFLECT A LOGICAL HIERARCHY WITHIN THE FAÇADE AS A WHOLE.
WITHIN EACH WINDOW, GLAZING BARS MUST BE DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT EACH LITE IS TALLER
THAN SQUARE.

I. PROPORTION OF OPENINGS FROM
SQUARE TO DOUBLE SQUARE

II. PANE PROPORTION

III. VARIATION: WIDER OPENINGS

The windows also reflect a
hierarchy of ceiling height and
importance within the facade.

The window should be
subdivided so that the individual
panes are no swatter than a
square and no taller than a
double-square.

Wider openings can either
have an extra pane width or, for
very wide openings, must be
a tripartite arrangement with
central window and sidelights.
Sidelights and central panes must
match in size.

70 THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION

7. DEGREE OF ENRICHMENT
Buildings are given more or less prominence according to the degree of architectural enrichment used in their design.
The illustrations below demonstrate increasing enrichment, from none at all, to a full application of classical architraves,
string course, and cornice. The building size and proportion has not changed at all, but the prominence has increased
dramatically.
Typically, most buildings should reflect regional characteristics in terms of degree of enrichment.
DEGREE OF ENRICHMENT MUST REFLECT LOCAL AND REGIONAL PRECEDENT, WITH ENRICHMENT
TYPICALLY LIMITED TO A STRING COURSE, EAVES CORNICE, DOOR SURROUND, AND PARAPET WALL
AT EAVES. APPLICATION OF FORMAL CLASSICAL ORDERS SHOULD BE LIMITED TO LARGE TERRACED
COMPOSITIONS OR TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
VARIATION: Some more formal classical details such as a portico or window surrounds may be applied to small buildings if

designers can demonstrate suitability, according to location or use.

CLASSICAL ELEMENTS, WHERE APPLIED, MUST BE BASED ON LOCAL OR HISTORIC PRECEDENT AND
CORRECTLY DESIGNED AND DETAILED.

I. NO ENRICHMENT

II. STRING COURSE, EAVES

III. DOOR/WINDOW
SURROUNDS, PARAPET
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2.4 BUILDING PROPORTIONS & DESIGN cont.

8. MATERIALS
Materials themselves have a hierarchy. Traditionally, stone has been considered the most important material, due to its
inherent qualities of beauty and durability. Wood is perhaps the most humble. These hierarchies, of course, vary by region,
country, and culture but remain somewhat universal geographically and through time.
Within Madley, the following hierarchy of material can be identified:
• Stone (though scarce in Madley - largely limited to the church and some garden walls)
• Slate
• Red brick
• Painted brick (mostly white)
• Half timbering with render (mostly painted black and white)
• Half timbering with brick infill
• Render
• Clay tiles
• Weatherboarding
• Sinusoidal metal

DESIGNS MUST REFLECT HIERARCHY OF MATERIAL APPROPRIATE TO:
•

BUILDING TYPE/SIZE: LARGER BUILDINGS TYPICALLY REQUIRE MORE FORMAL MATERIALS.

•

BUILDING FUNCTION: CIVIC/COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS TYPICALLY REQUIRE MORE FORMAL
MATERIALS.

•

BUILDING FORMALITY: FORMAL BUILDINGS TYPICALLY TO BE DRESSED STONE, STUCCO, OR BRICK.
INFORMAL BUILDINGS TYPICALLY TO BE BRICK, RUBBLE STONE, RENDER, ROUGH HARLING, OR
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SECTION 2.5
BLOCK TYPES ARRANGEMENT OF PARKING AND SERVICING

The form of urban blocks can be categorised into the following six main arrangements. These typologies represent a simple
basis for structuring the urban environment. Through them, an infinite amount of different building combinations and
configurations are possible. It is also highly desirable to have a mix of block types in any development to maximise the
variety of buildings and corresponding public spaces. Due to the rural nature of Madley, proposed blocks are likely to be
informal, organically shaped, and lower density. Mews and alleyways are excluded as they are appropriate to more urban
areas.
1

COMMUNAL COURTYARD

A courtyard block is one that has a central paved space(s) to accommodate parking
for the buildings situated at the block’s perimeter.

2

ALLEY

An alley block is served by a narrow, semi-private internal street, without separate
footpaths, that provides access to parking spaces, garages, and back gardens of the
individual plots within the block.
3

MEWS

A mews block, like an alley block, has a relatively narrow internal street, without
separate footpaths. In this case, the internal street is fronted by individual units with
integral parking. Access to the mews units is mainly from the internal street, with
possible access from the perimeter units.
4

WRAP-AROUND

Wrap-around blocks are often required for civic, commercial, industrial buildings,
or sometimes large surface parking areas. Wrapping these units with smaller plots
ensures that rear elevations and servicing of the large building are not exposed to the
street, but rather an active frontage. Access to the plots around the perimeter can be
via an alley or exclusively from the front.
5

BACK-TO-BACK

A back-to-back block is formed by an assemblage of plots, the back edges of which
meet each other in the middle of the block. On plot access is exclusively from the
street.
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6

GREENWAY AND COMMUNAL GARDEN

Greenway blocks are most likely to appear in a sequence, acting as a quieter vegetated
wildlife corridor in a town. They contain a single, heavily treed central space running
the full length of the block, which is for communal use. The detailed design of such
a block needs to respond to the particular wildlife movement and habitats of area.
The continuity of the greenway from block to block may benefit from a single storey
building framing the shorter edge of the block, depending on the movement habits of
the local wildlife.
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SECTION 2.6
MATERIALS & DETAILS

This section is written as a suggested baseline specification
for materials and elements for new buildings and is
accompanied by images of precedents found in Madley.

by mass, from a distance no greater than 100 miles by road.
Any developer should be able to demonstrate efforts to
achieve this target.

Well-designed places have a natural hierarchy in which
important buildings use more distinguished materials
and details and more humble buildings are generally less
embellished, with expensive materials and details. It is
recommended that new developments have a clearly set out
palette of materials with a logical hierarchy of details for
small, medium and larger homes.

Materials used in the construction of roads and external
hard surfaces should utilise at least 30% recycled content
from local reclaimed or recycled sources within 100 miles
by road.

The United Kingdom has some of the most interesting
and varied geology in the world, and for this reason many
towns and villages are very visually distinctive. Therefore,
developers should utilise materials that are in keeping
with the character of the immediate region in order to
emphasise Madley’s architectural character.
ADAPTABILITY
Buildings should be robust and adaptable, and the basic
structure should ideally be built for a target life span that
allows for reuse of the building fabric over generations.
Each house should allow adequate flexibility for other
residential uses, and where buildings have other uses
indicated by a land use plan, they must consider how they
can be converted to the other plan type(s) specified. Mixeduse and apartment buildings should also allow for internal
conversion, if required, through to adjacent buildings.
Developers should be aware of, and utilise plan types that
have proven to adapt well over time. These types should be
carefully refined in both plan and elevation to incorporate
new requirements for minimising energy consumption.
LOCAL MATERIALS
Developers should look to source materials locally (usually
defined as within 100 miles) where possible. This will
help to reduce the carbon footprint of development and
contribute significantly to the local economy. The target
for sourcing local materials should be 65% bulk materials

These requirements may be modified with regard to:
• Availability
• Ethical production
• Life span
• Renewability of source materials
• Energy performance
Local materials are defined as either:
a) Found in the area as raw material
b) Produced in the area from materials that are either
from, or outside of the area.
c) Processed in the area but the source material is
found either within, or outside of the area.

WALLS
The predominant wall materials should be as follows:
•

Brick: Madley contains a variety of brick buildings,
all in the red spectrum. It is recommended that the
bricks used have a handmade sand cast appearance.
Typically, bricks should be laid in English or Flemish
bond with lime-based mortar. Due to Madley’s rural
informal character motley, varied hue bricks, - rather
than clean uniform types - are most appropriate.
Madley also contains successful examples of painted
brick facades. This is appropriate for smaller simpler
residences. Brick walls should use gauged brick
arched/jack arches or rough brick arches.
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•

Stucco/renders should be lime-based and corner beads
not used. A wood float or roughcast finish should be
employed for vernacular-style buildings.

•

Weatherboarding: Madley contains several examples
of weatherboarding, particularly on rustic utilitarian
buildings. It is most often blackened or left natural/
without finish if hardwood (e.g. English oak, cedar).
Timber should generally be boarded horizontally but
some vertical boarding may be acceptable in specific
locations. Boarding can clad an entire building, an
upper level, or certain sides of a building.

•

Local sandstone is not to be entirely discouraged, as it is
a significant Herefordshire material, but its scarcity in
Madley and cost should mean it is only used in discrete
and well-considered positions.
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CHIMNEYS
It is recommended that developers follow local
precedent in regards to chimneys and in general
provide:
•

Chimney detail and embellishment according to
the specific building typology.

•

Location of the chimney above the party wall, or
structural wall for semi or detached dwellings.

•

Chimney materials should be appropriate for the
style and material of the walls below, and never
fibreglass replicas. They should be a minimum of
450 mm x 675 mm and rise generously above the
ridge line.

•

Vent stacks and passive ventilation flues where
practical. Where this is not possible, vent stacks
(and other penetrations) can be located on the
rear roof slope and be clad in an alternative to
lead where possible.
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ROOFS & EAVES
It is recommended that developers follow local precedent
in regards to roof cladding and detailing, and in general:
•

Construct slate roofs to a minimum of 22.5°. Clay tile
roofs to a minimum of 35°. The majority of roofs to be
simple pitched, approx. 42.5° or 47.5°.
Steeper pitched (54° to 70° degrees for mansard) roofs
are appropriate where accommodation is desired within
the roof at the time of construction, or in the future, but
such roofs would only be appropriate special situations in
Madley as they are not part of the typical local character.

•

Design and orientate the roof , where possible, to
maximize the performance of solar thermal or
photo voltaic panels (whether or not they are to be
immediately installed.)

•

Specify ridges of clay, lead, or stone.

•

Design eaves to relate to local precedent and to
architectural style. The majority of houses should have
simple boarded eave and gutter. Fascias and box soffits
should not be used.

•

Parapets and classical cornices are not to be encouraged
as there is little local precedent. Brick dentils or dogtoothing at eave line is appropriate embellishment.

•

Flat roofs (or portions of roof) should only be
employed when used as terraces, balconies, or roof
gardens, specifically for grey water collection, for
concealing solar thermal/photo voltaic, or as green
roofs.
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2.6 MATERIALS & DETAILS cont.

WINDOWS
Windows should:
• Be should drawn from local regional precedents with
openings typically square to double square proportion.
•

Have panes that are taller than they are wide or at least
square (unless employing specific Regency models,
which include small horizontal panes.)

•

Include double hung sash windows, which offer good
ventilation through convection.

•

Include glazing bars with corresponding packers
within double glazed units. ‘Clip-on’ glazing bars
should not be permitted unless there is a thermal
performance gain and no discernible visible detriment.
Glazing bars should not sit between or behind the
glass.

•

Plain frosted glass may only be used in obscured

windows - patterned or textured glass should be
avoided. Obscured glass windows should be avoided at
the front elevation of any building, even if a bathroom
is situated at this location.
•

Coloured glass should not be permitted except as small
segments in corners of windows or borders.

•

All windows frames should be constructed of wood
and painted or stained. The majority of joinery should
be painted white or off-white, but developers may use
coloured windows where this is an essential part of the
architectural composition.

•

Coloured buildings should have white door and
window surrounds. White or off-white buildings
should have coloured doors and window surrounds.
A distinct local theme to follow is seen below: black
window frame for a white building and window.
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EXTERIOR DOORS &
DOOR SURROUNDS
In regard to external doors, local precedent should
be followed, which includes:
•

Simple 4 or 6 panelled doors for the majority
of residential dwellings, painted in heritage
colours. The top two panels may be glazed
where no fan-light can be accommodated.

•

Varnished hardwood doors, with pressed
mouldings. UPVC & metal doors are to be
avoided.

•

Tongue & groove vertical boarded doors for
cottages and more vernacular building types
including ‘stable doors’, which may be used
where appropriate to the architectural style.

•

The recessing of front doors from the front
face of the house by 100 mm and in houses
without porticos, by a full wall thickness.

•

Door hoods being closely integrated with the
vocabulary of the building with the materials
relating to the main body of the house.

•

Door surround styles such as simple bracketed
painted timber canopies with a flat lead or
equivalent roof.

•

Engaged (connected to the wall) timber
surrounds with architrave and simple
pediment.

•

Free-standing columned porches. Suggested to
be used on a limited number of more formal
buildings.

N.B.: Classical elements are rare in Madley. If
used, care must be taken to ensure that they befit
the rural character and are correctly detailed.
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2.6 MATERIALS & DETAILS cont.

HARDWARE AND SIGNAGE
•
•

•

Lighting or signage on private buildings must
be integral to the overall design of the building.
House numbering should occur on the
fanlight above the door, or (where no fanlight
is present) on the door itself.
Simple, black painted, architectural brass or
stainless steel hardware should be employed.

RAILINGS, FENCES, HEDGES, &
BOUNDARY WALLS
•

Low brick walls backed by a hedge are used
most often in Madley to bound small front
gardens and setbacks. These are extremely
important in creating privacy and defining the
street.

•

Low brick walls may also be topped with
railings, which should be cast iron, wrought
iron, mild steel, or cast aluminium, generally
painted black.

•

Hedges are also often used on their own, to
much success, in creating boundaries in the
village. Maintenance of the hedges must be
taken into account.

•

Rubble stone, where used for boundary walls,
should be of a relevant local material and laid
without mortar, where possible.

•

Estate railings backed by trailing plants may
be used in more informal locations where
minimal division is needed.

•

Timber railings be either natural hardwood
or painted to match joinery colour. Tall
timber fences facing the public realm are to be
avoided.
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RAINWATER GOODS

WILDLIFE NESTING BOXES

Rainwater goods for all properties facing the street should
be cast iron or cast aluminium, painted black, or coloured
to match the house joinery. Plastic rainwater goods should
be avoided, but if necessary, may be used on non-street
facing elevations.

A sufficient provision of a variety of nest boxes for
wild birds, bats, and owls should be offered within any
proposed development. Appropriate locations, accessible
to food sources, should be identified and two types of
boxes may be used.

CONSERVATORIES
Private conservatories should not be visible from the public
realm. UPVC conservatories should not be permitted at
all if visible from the public realm.

VEGETATED ROOFS
In order to enhance the ecological value of the
development, vegetated roofs (“green” or “brown” roofs)
may be installed on certain flat or shallow pitched roofs.
Green roofs have a significant depth of growing medium
and support grass, small plants, and herbs. A roof garden
is the furthest extreme and may contain shrubs or small
trees. Green roofs may also, more simply, incorporate
sedum mats. Maintenance is minimal and they are usually
not suitable for walking on. In any case, the weight of soil
and water logging must be addressed. They should only be
visible from the public realm if they are certain to be wellmaintained and are approved by the relevant authorities.
Management will depend on the initial design and the
purpose of the vegetated roof. However, as much as
possible, the roofs should be well-planned to require
minimal human intervention once they have been created.
Wherever possible, these roofs should be left to vegetate
naturally.
The vegetative succession will need to be maintained at
an early stage. This will require, at a minimum, an annual
visit to disturb vegetation on selected parts of the roof
(never totalling more than 20% of the area on any given
visit). There may also be a need to remove undesirable weed
species.
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•

Flat-backed, to site on buildings or trees

•

Purpose-made boxes incorporated into buildings
during construction, if compatible with the method
and materials.

They should be sited no lower than 4 metres and preferably
be 5-6 metres above the ground. It is recommended that
strategies for opportunities for nesting boxes be explored
in conjunction with the RSPB with the goal of one wildlife
nesting box per dwelling.

2.6 MATERIALS & DETAILS cont.

Sedum roof 				

Integrated swift box, Nansleden 		

(source: enviromat.co.uk)

(source: Duchy of Cornwall)
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APPENDIX I
ESSENTIAL QUALITIES OF PLACE

IMAGES & COMMUNITY COMMENTS
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APPENDIX I: Essential Qualities of Place Images & Comments cont.
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APPENDIX I: Essential Qualities of Place Images & Comments cont.

The comments written on the post-it notes on the
preceding pages are typed out below for clarity.
BUILT

•

•
•
•
•

Pub:
- Local old pub, ‘feels’ like a natural part of village
life
- New tenants for pub
- Loss of custom caused by a series of disastrous
managements
Preserving the heritage buildings in the village is great
Would like to see this again [historic image of Town
House]
What I like about Madley is the range of house
styles, the open spaces, and accessibility should be of
importance
Community meeting space is important

NATURAL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Includes green oak wood to preserve character of the
area
Native trees in the landscape
Green spaces are invigorating and picturesque
Avoid light pollution
Open spaces are beautiful and important to keep
[image of fields and hills, with village at a distance]
Invertebrates, crested newts, and coots, dragonflies
Ecological (important)
Respect and protect wildlife
Ecology – Madley moat, kettle pond since ice age

ACTIVITIES & AMENITIES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safe cycle/walking routes
- Agree!
Informal spaces to play, as well as membership clubs
[on tennis club/court image]
Church fete, village activity in Glebe field
Love living in a village and very glad there is a bus
route/busses into Hereford
School is important so young families move into the
village
Can school be helped in developing to cope with extra
pupils? The port-a-cabin is long past sell-by date
Community activities
The Stables – Madley Church Christmas meal also
weekly café, weekly bread making
Post office and stores very important for all who
cannot travel further afield. I love the convenience.

Notes taken during the group discussion of ‘essential qualities of place’ Saturday Jan. 19th
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APPENDIX II
HOUSE TYPES & MATERIALS

IMAGES & COMMUNITY COMMENTS
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APPENDIX II: House Types & Materials Images & Comments cont.
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APPENDIX II: House Types & Materials Images & Comments cont.
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APPENDIX II: House Types & Materials Images & Comments cont.

MADLEY HOUSING MANUAL 99

100 THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION

APPENDIX II: House Types & Materials Images & Comments cont.

The comments written on the post-it notes on the
preceding pages are typed out below for clarity.
MATERIALS
• Red brick and white upvc is not the character of the
village – wood frames and recycled/heritage bricks
• Not bright orange brick
- Agree re colour but good entrance [straight,
level]
• Black and white is good, quite ‘Herefordshire’ [image
of white painted brick house with white windows and
black surround]
• Interesting use of brick work [redbrick Hereford house
with buff and burnt-header courses at floor levels]
• Wood windows rather than upvc are sustainable
• Whitewash is very ‘Hereford’ (and Madley)
• Green paint against red brick is complementary please
– door colours the same

INTANGIBLE ELEMENTS
• Attractive affordable housing
• St. Mary’s Close – so pretty and affordable
• Homes that are suitable/adaptable for all stages of life
• Pretty terrace which includes a bungalow – good for
diverse community
• Attractive affordable first-time buyer homes [image of
new-build semi-detached]
• Character cottage – lovely
• Nice contrast between old and new styles in the village
• Cottage style character
• Beautiful [image of a redbrick house with irregular
windows, projecting entry, set perpendicular to an
unpainted weatherboard garage with dormer, plus car
port and gravel drive]
• Green spaces are attractive and invigorating [image of
tall hedge and grass]

DETAILS
• Ramps good – but could be better [with] forethought
• Lovely, quirky [image of half-timber passageway]
• Off road parking preferably behind or to side of
property
• Madley vernacular [with a sketch of a four-paned
arched window]
• Extensions, chimneys, porches. “Informality’ of
the buildings helps to create a visually interesting
development
• Hedges and stone walls provide character to the
environment
• Hedges and stone walls provide for ecology
• Quintessential village scenery [image of old stone wall,
grass verge, timber gate, wildflowers, and bushes]
• It would be great to have more community meeting
places, e.g. community orchard! community garden!
community market garden! sports club!
• Pretty windows [image of sliding sash window with
brick arch]
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ABOUT
The BIMBY Housing Toolkit is a simple and practical
online tool which will empower communities to
work with local authorities and developers to create
a regional BIMBY Housing Manual. It is specifically
designed to give both certainty to house builders,
who can be sure of their housing’s popularity, whilst
also granting security to the community and local
authority that new building projects will tie in with
local preferences and needs.

BIMBY IS A PRODUCT FROM:
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